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By Maurice Dolbier

1TARLES GENEVIEVE '
"M 1,0UIS AUGUSTE ANDRE
TIMOTHEE DEON DE BEAU-
MONT, like all witty, talented,
.and ambitious young men, set
out in lifé with the defermina-
.tion to make his name live in
‘history. History has glven
;little regard to that name, but
;it lives in the psychology
itexts; thanks to Havelock
i\Ellis, who coined the term
;“eonism” for “the tendehcy to
radopt the mental attitudes
‘and habits and costume of
ithe opposlte sex.” .

Charles Deon (he -earned
the aristocratic particule later)
iwas born into a distinguished
{provinclal family in October,
11728, and came up from Bur-.
‘gundy to attehd school in
“Paris when he was 12. He-was,. . .. e .
‘a brilllant scholar; he ob-'to St. Petersburg as an am-
‘tained a law degrec at an ' bassador’s - secretary. King.
‘early age: he becamec an ex- | Louis rewarded him-her with|
pert fencer; he was given a a commission in the Dragoons,
5wg]come entrance into meiand the -_Chevalier SCYVCdi
“world of the Paris salons. Here! bravely in several battle-ac-:
‘he met the Prince de Conti; tions of the Seven Years' War.,
_and his strange career began.!  After the war, D'Eon was’
» Conti ‘was the cousin ofl sent as sccretary to the French |
:King Louis XV, and the chief { Embassy at the Court of St.-
tof that monarch’s peculiar; James', where his unofficial
_organization, Le Secret du Rol, | duties as an agent for 'thei
“ug, shadow government with!iKing's “Secret”. were tnove!
71ts own ministers sand am-,important than his official;
. bassadors, whose existence'ones. The coming of a new |
“was unsuspected by the official: French Ambassador; 8 mean- |
{government, working behind; spirited snob named Guerchy, |
“the scenes.” Through Contl’s; brought crisls. A personal
rinfluence, “le petit Deon” be-: feud between the two began,
‘came "Le Secret's” first secret!which involved slander and'
.agent, beihg sent to Russia to! threatened duel, kidnaping |
iinﬂucncg the Empress Eliza-!and assassination attempts, '
*beth and in the guise of a!lawsults and scandal that;
‘lovely young woman called | titillated “English society -and
;:Mlle. Lia de Beaumont. embartassed the French court)

Mile. Lia's efforts were ef~| During  this period, the.
‘fective, and so, some time “TUumors aﬂoub the Chevalier's
"after she had left the Russian | proper sex began 1o spread, !
'Court, were those of her|and in & society as gambling-
|young brother, the Chevalier| mad as that of late.18th-cen-"
:D'Eon de Beaumont, who gama, ==t ‘
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tury England, it became an | included a Royal Crder from :
inevitable and highly popular | Louls for DEon ;0 resume .
subject for betls. ~ Fortunes the garment of her rex . . . 1t :
were staked on the matter, | being forbidden to her . . o
and the sporting fcver was to appear in France otherwise,‘
only momentarily cooled when than in the garments of a
the frate Chevaller sppeared | woman.” He-ghe appeared in
at the Stock Exchange, cane | France, as the Chevaliers

in hand, and invited a fight. 'D’'Eon—Marie Anlomnctte gave

her the address ol her cou-
. In his private fight- with | tyriere, Mile. Berton—and be-
Guerchy, the Chevaller won | eame “the social lioncss of the
handsomely but the citcim- | gav» His-her last years, from
stances had led to a loss of | 1785 to 1810, werc spent in
confidence, and indecd a nerv'- England, as & woman, and the
ous fear for the Chevaliet's | well-kept sccrct of scx was.
sanity, on the part of his em= | yot revealed uniil death.
ployers at Versailles. The Chevalicr wa$ male,
Louls XVI succeeded to the | "I always think I. have
throne and ended the “Secret” | caught Fortune by the hair,
system. The Chevalier still | D’Eon once wrote, “and I al-
had tmportantly dangerous | Ways discover thal she wears
documents in his possession, | only & wig"-—and, on another .
and negotiations for their re- | oceaslor, “I have been the:
fum were entrusted to an- | plaything of Natuwe . . . I.
other witty, talented and am- | have gone throuph all the:
bitious young man, Beaumar- strapge viclssitudes of  the
chals (whose name has lived | human condition.”
in Dhistory). 'The romantic|, Edna Nixon, an English
Beaumarchals, convinced that | writer now resident in Geneva,
D'Eon wag indeed & woman,'} where her husband is an of-
scems at one point to have' fielal of the . International

; proposed marriace, but, as one:| Labor Office, has wrltten &
"'of the’ Chevalict'’s Parlsian . Jucld, entertaining and sym-

pathetic account of this bdd’
. ndventurer, whose personal life
was &g tangled rs the diplgy,
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